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Government's commitment to healthcare goes beyond the NHS 
 
The Government is surprised at the Opposition's stand in criticising its 
willingness to consider offering NaPro (Natural Procreative) Technology to 
couples who feel this is the only option open to them.  This was the stance 
taken by Opposition spokesperson on Health Isobel Ellul-Hammond at last 
week's session of Parliament, and later confirmed by her on Twitter. 
 
The Government makes no apology for having introduced IVF as promised in 
its Manifesto.  However, it recognises the fact that this method is not accepted 
by some couples for a number of reasons, and it is therefore willing to provide 
an alternative, provided it is carried out under proper medical supervision. 
 
While the GHA will adopt NHS policies wherever relevant, and will keep to the 
guidelines produced by NICE (the National Institute for Health and Clinical 
Excellence), it is not constrained by this, and Government will support the 
introduction of carefully considered initiatives that can extend the Gibraltar 
Health Service beyond what is offered in other countries. 
  
The terms under which NaPro technology will be offered are currently being 
considered, as is the extension of the criteria for IVF as modified in the NICE 
Guidelines two weeks ago. 
 
In its usual unreasoned attempts to discredit the Government for the sake of 
doing so, the Opposition has failed to sense the commitment of the 
Government to take Gibraltar's health service well beyond what this 
community has ever seen, and has lacked consideration and sensitivity for 
those couples who want children and feel they want to chose an alternative 
way of achieving this. 
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